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By: Charlie Pauquette
     This year’s Operation Christmas 
Child is coming to a close.
     The program has been going on 
for many years and is a very posi-
tive way people can help children 
in need. The program allows people 
to fill shoe boxes with toys, hygiene 
items, and other things that will 
be shipped to children around the 
world who wouldn’t be getting gifts 
and who often don’t even have the 
bare necessities.

     Altogether, people in the Van 
Wert area demonstrated the spirit 
of Christmas giving by contributing 
2,416 boxes. Calvary Evangelical 
Church was the collection spot this 
year, and the collection was led by 
Lyndel Smith. Calvary alone was 
able to collect 850 boxes.
     Operation Christmas Child can 
change lives, and it gives privileged 
people the opportunity to change 
someone’s life through something 
that is simple to do.

Operation Christmas 
Child

Top Five Christmas 
Movies:
1.) Grinch

2.)  Elf
3.)Polar Express
4.)Home Alone

5.) Rudolf



1. Spirit week – Goal completed: 
    needed to accomplish 60 percent 
    and accomplished, on average, 
    64 percent
2. Fall food drive – Goal completed: 
    needed to raise $1,000 and raised 
    $1,064.59
3. Spring blood drive TBD – need 
    to have at least 90 people present 
    and 70 pints donated
4. Daily paws attendance TBD - 
    need 96 percent on-time arrival 
    counted between Oct. 1 and  
    Feb. 28
5. Recycling TBD - need to have 
    fewer than 100 bottles found in 
    paper recycling

Goodwill 
Games 
Update

Van Wert High School Senior 
Jalen McCracken checks out 
a book from the fall book 
fair, held Dec. 3-7 in the high 
school Media Center.



Senior Michaella Johnson 
is representing Van Wert 
High School as this year’s 
Van Wert High School Peony 
Queen candidate. The of-
ficial pageant will be held at 
the Marsh Foundation. The 
Peony Festival has been held 
since 1932. The candidates 
are judged based upon an es-
say, an interview, their pag-
eant talent, and an on-stage 
interview question.

By: Tabi Saam
     Van Wert High School Senior 
Austin Clay has pursued throw-
ing because his father had success 
throughout his high school career 
participating in these events.
     As Clay came into high school 
has a freshman, his father was hold-
ing both the shotput and discus 
school records. During his junior 
year, Clay broke his dad’s shotput 
record by one foot and three inches. 
As a sophomore and a junior, Clay 
advanced to State to throw. During 
his sophomore year he advanced in 
discus, and as a junior he made it to 
State in shot put.
     Overall, his success has gotten 
him far. On October 29, Clay ver-
bally committed to Division One 
Central Michigan to continue not 
only academic career, but his 

Clay Signs With CMU
athletic career.
     Van Wert High is proud of Clay 
and anxious to see what is in store 
for the remainder of his senior year.
(Photo courtesy of Scott Truxell/
Van Wert independent)



SPORTS
Cougars Lose 
Heartbreaker 

to Lancers
By: Ryan Holligsworth
     On Saturday, Dec. 1, the Cougar 
basketball team squared off against 
the Lincolnview Lancers at Lincol-
nview. 
     With a 15-point lead in the 
fourth quarter, the Cougs’ thought 
it was locked up, but the Lancers 
had a different idea. Lincolnview 
went on a 13-0 run to close the gap 
and make it a 57-56 game.
     Then, with only four seconds 
left, the Lancers went down the 
court to take their final shot. They 
bounced one off the front of the 
rim, and the game seemed to be 
over until a referee spotted a time-
out. The Lancers had called it with 
1.2 seconds left. 
     Lancer Alek Bowersock in-
bounded the ball to Senior Ethan 
Kemler, who beat the buzzer from 
four feet out. Lincolnview took the 
rivalry 58-57. 
     The Cougars were led by senior 
Nate Place (21 points) and Sopho-
more LeTrey Williams (11 points).

By: Nick Fitzsimmons
     The first bowling match of the 
season for the guy Cougars was 
held Thursday, Dec. 6, at Defiance. 
The seniors include Derek Fanning, 
Nathan Bidlack, Troy Weaks, Collin 
Mosier, and Ethan Brown.
     Fanning is the assistant captain, 
and Nathan Bidlack is the head 
captain. There are eight JV players 
and eight varsity, with 13 matches 
for the varsity team.
     This year, the team plans to 
make a name for themselves by go-
ing to State.
     The Varsity head coach is Seth 
Blackmore, and the JV head coach 
is Steve Hellman.
     In the last competition, both the 
Varsity and JV boys team won, and 
the girls Varsity won.

Pins Fall 
in Season 

Opener
By: Charlie Pauquette
     The Van Wert Cougar wrestling 
team traveled to Sidney, Ohio, 
on Saturday, Dec. 1, for their first 
match of the year. The Cougars 
were one of the smaller schools 
going into Saturday, as they were 
matched up against many highly 
talented Division I programs.
     The team went in with high 
hopes and goals but did not finish 
where they would have liked to, 
though it was not all bad for the 
Cougars. Senior Isaiah Bretz, who is 
a returning state qualifier, finished 
first in his season opener on Satur-
day. Another bright spot was Junior 
Gabe Steyer, who is also a returning 
state qualifier. Steyer finished the 
day in second place behind Bretz, 
who came in first. 
     Good luck to the Cougars as 
they compete for the rest of the 
season!

Wrestling 
Season 
Opener

By: Brooke Saam
     This year’s Van Wert Girls’ bas-
ketball season officially began with 
their first practice held practice on 
Friday, Oct. 26.
     Rob Adams is returning for his 
third year to coach the girls. The 
varsity team competed for the first 
time this year on Friday, Nov. 23, at 
home against Ottoville for a non-
conference game.
     Returning seniors include Alexis 
Metz, Abby Jackson, Sierra Shaffer, 
and Reagan Priest.

Girls 
Basketball

By: Tabi Saam
     The Van Wert girls’ swim team 
started practice for a new season on 
Nov. 5.     
     Coach Megan Hurless is return-
ing to make it her third year coach-
ing swimming at Van Wert. Hurless 
is both the girls and the boys coach 
for swimming.

Girls Swim



By: Isaac Alvarez
     The Van Wert High School 
Concert Choir went on its annual 
Rotary tour on Tuesday, Dec. 11.
     The choir spent the school day 
traveling around Van Wert to lo-
cal businesses and organizations 
to sing songs they will perform at 
their Christmas concert on Mon-
day, Dec. 17 at the Niswonger 
Performing Arts Center.
     During the tour, they sang to 
residents of Van Wert Manor, Van 
Wert Council of Aging, students at 
Van Wert Elementary School, and 
members of Rotary during the Ro-
tary luncheon at the local YWCA.
    The members of the choir hope 
to spread cheer and positivity 
across the community for this year’s 
upcoming holiday season.

Concert 
Choir Takes 
Annual Tour

The band performs its annual Christmas concert on Thursday, 
Nov. 29, in the Niswonger Performing Arts Center.



Ingredients:
1 cup butter (softened)
1½ cups sugar
2 eggs
2¾ cups flour
2 tsp. cream of tartar
1 tsp. baking soda
½ tsp. salt
2 TB sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
Preparation:
Mix together flour, cream of 
tartar, baking soda, and salt 
together. Set aside.
Cream together sugar and but-
ter. Add eggs and blend well.
Add dry ingredients to wet in-
gredients and mix well.
Shape dough into 1 inch balls 
and roll in the cinnamon-sugar 
mixture.
Place 2 inches apart on 
ungreased cookie sheet.
Bake for 8-10 minutes at 350 
degrees. (Makes about 4 dozen 
cookies)

Recipes
Snickerdoodle 

Cookies
(Courtesy of lilluna.com)

Ingredients:
1 cup (8oz/240g) sugar
1 cup (8oz/240g) peanut butter
1 egg
Preparation:
Preheat your oven to 350oF 
(180Oc) and line a large cookie 
sheet with parchment paper.
In a large bowl stir all three ingredi-
ents together until smooth.
Using a tablespoon measure scoop 
out 2 tablespoon of cookie dough 
and roll into a smooth ball.
Place pre-rolled cookies on your 
cookie sheet about one inch apart, 
no need to worry about these 
spreading.
Press down with the back of a fork 
and then press again from the op-
posite direction to form that classic 
criss-cross pattern.
Bake for 15-20 minutes. Remove 
from the oven and let cool on the 
tray for 1-2 minutes before remov-
ing to a wire rack to finish cooling.
Store in an air tight container for 
up to 3 days.

Peanut Butter 
Cookies

(Courtesy of biggerbolder-
baking.com)

Ingredients:
3/4 cup (170 grams) unsalted butter, at 
room temperature
1 1/2 cup (300 grams) granulated sugar
2 large eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 cups (240 grams) all-purpose flour
2/3 cup (60 grams) _Hershey’s_ cocoa 
powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup (170 grams) semi-sweet chocolate 
chips (optional)
Granulated sugar, for sprinkling
Preparation:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Line a 
sheet pan with parchment paper.
In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with 
a paddle attachment, beat the butter 
and sugar on medium high speed until 
light and creamy, about 4 minutes. 
Add the eggs one at a time, mixing 
after each. Add the vanilla. In a sepa-
rate bowl, sift together the flour, cocoa 
powder, baking soda, and salt. Add to 
the mixer and mix until just combined. 
Add the chocolate chips, if using.
Scoop by the rounded tablespoon onto 
the prepared sheet pan and sprinkle 
with granulated sugar. Bake until edges 
are crisp, about 9 minutes. Let cool on 
the pan for a few minutes, then transfer 
to a wire rack to cool completely.
Store the cookies in an airtight contain-
er at room temperature for several days.

Chocolate 
Cookies

(Courtesy of complete-
lydelicious.com)



the years to come.”
     Johnson has been performing 
for the high school theatre since 
her freshman year, and she plans to 
major in performing arts in college.
     “I’m super proud of what we, 
both cast and crew, did for the fall 
play and how we improved from 
the start of rehearsals,” said Senior 
Stage Manager Erienne Cassidy. 
“Overall, it was fun, and I have re-
ally enjoyed being a part of theatre.”
    Cassidy has been the stage man-
ager since her sophomore year.
     “I thought the show honestly 
showed off a lot of hidden acting 
talent in the school,” said Anna 
Reichert, a previous theatre mem-
ber and Van Wert graduate. “For 
example,” she said, “Devon West 
blew me away as Theodore Lau-
rence.”
     The cast and crew were very 
proud of the performance and can-
not wait to come back in the spring 
to perform Seussical The Musical.

By: Storm Matthews
     The Van Wert High School The-
atre Department performed a stage 
version of the literary classic, Little 
Women, on Nov. 16 and 17 in the 
NPAC.
     Little Women is the story of a 
family living during the Civil War. 
The story focuses on the relation-
ships between four sisters and their 
neighbors and friends. It is a heart 
wrenching story about life, love, 
and sisterhood.
     The play was performed by vet-
eran cast and crew members, along 
with first-time freshmen. Several 
audience members said it was their 
favorite play from recent years.
     “The play was cougarlicious,” 
said Freshman Josh Reichert, who 
played Mr. March.
     Senior Michaella Johnson said, 
“This was the most challenging play 
I’ve done over the past four years, 
and I’m better for it! I’m sad to 
leave, but I’m excited about the idea 
of coming back to see the shows in

Rave Reviews for  
Little Women

Gingerbread 
Junction

By: Jalen McCracken
     This year’s YWCA Gingerbread 
Junction was held Friday, Nov. 30, 
in conjunction with the Main Street 
Van Wert downtown Fountain Park 
tree lighting celebration.
     “We are excited to offer this 
event so children and families of all 
ages can enjoy the special activities 
happening downtown,” said YWCA 
director Kimberly Laudick. 
     “Community members have the 
opportunity to spend quality time 
together, enjoy numerous holiday 
events, and create new memories all 
in one evening.”
     Gingerbread Junction session 
times were held at 5 p.m., 6 p.m., 7 
p.m., and 8 p.m. 
     Laudick said the Gingerbread 
Junction night has been a long-
standing tradition with the YWCA,
along with a visit from Santa Claus, 
which happens every year.



outfielder. “Now that we are going 
to play together in college it means 
a lot, not only to me, but to my 
family.”
     As for his role on the USF Cou-
gars during his freshman year, he 
said he hopes to fill in a rotation, 
since the team will lose a pair of 
outfielders.
     Nathan Temple also signed a let-
ter of intent. He will also be a three-
year letterman this season. 
     He led Van Wert with 21 RBIs in 
2017 and was voted the Most Valu-
able Defensive Player in 2018 by his 
peers.
     “When I visited USF, I really 
liked the campus, which was my 
number one priority,” said Temple. 
“I wanted to make sure that wher-
ever I was going, I was going to stay 
there.”
     He plans to study exercise sci-
ence and business at USF. Temple 
acknowledges that there would 
have been competition for playing 
time wherever he went, and USF is 
no different. He hopes he can work 
his way up the chain and start mak-
ing a significant impact in a couple 
of years.

Students Sign Letters to 
Become College Cougars

(DHI Media/ Reid Maus) 
     Two Van Wert seniors are fol-
lowing the trend of recent Cougar 
baseball players to become college
Cougar baseball players. Jalen Mc-
Cracken and Nathan Temple both 
signed letters of intent to play ball 
at the University of Saint Francis 
College in Fort Wayne.
     The two are following in the 
footsteps of recent Van Wert gradu-
ates who are now playing baseball 
at USF, including McCracken’s 
older brother, Ryan, Justice Tussing, 
and Caleb Fetzer. This spring will 
mark McCracken’s third year play-
ing varsity baseball 
     Off the diamond he plans to 
study education.
     “Saint Francis’ education pro-
gram is pretty nice,” said McCrack-
en. “I’m planning on studying
secondary math, so I figured it 
would be a good fit for me.”
     Without a doubt, the most at-
tractive part about USF for Mc-
Cracken is the prospect of getting 
to play again with his brother.
     “In high school we thought that 
it was going to be the last time we 
got to play together,” said the senior 

Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2018
1st period exam: 8:00-9:20

2nd period exam: 9:30-10:50
Open Lunch: 10:50-11:50

3rd period exam: 11:50-1:10
4th period exam: 1:20-2:40

Thursday, Dec. 20, 2018
5th period exam: 8:00- 9:20
6th period exam: 9:30-10:50

Open Lunch: 10:50-11:50
7th period exam: 11:50-1:10
Make up testing: 1:20-2:40

Exam 
Schedule

The cast for the spring mu-
sical will be posted before 
winter break. Rehearsals will 
begin next semester.  


